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his heart to say. Scarcely any converts were made
during this weary time; and most of those who had,
previously been converted, and did not belong to the
doomed clan, took refuge in Abyssinia; so that in the
seventh year of Mohammad's mission there were
probably not more than twelve Muslims of any weight
who remained by him. Still the Hashimis remained
in their quarter. It seemed as if they must all perish :
their stores were almost gone, and the cries of starving
children could be heard outside. Kind-hearted neigh-
bours would sometimes smuggle-in a camel's load of
food, but it availed little. The Kureysh themselves
were growing ashamed of their work, and were wishing
for an excuse for releasing their kinsmen. The
excuse came in time. It was discovered that the
deed of ban was eaten up by worms, and Abu-Talib
turned the discovery to his advantage. The vener-
able chief went out and met the Kureysh at the
Kaaba, and pointing to the crumbling leaf he
bitterly reproached them with their hardness of heart
towards their brethren : then he departed. And
straightway there rose up five chiefs, heads of great
families, and, amid the murmurs of the fiercer spirits
who were still for no quarter, they put on their
armour, and going to the shi-b of Abu-Talib, bade
the Hashimis come forth in peace. And they came
forth.

It was now the eighth year of Mohammad's mission;
and for the last two years, wasted in excommunica-
tion, Islam had almost stood still, at least externally.
For though Mohammad's patient bearing under the